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Wolfgang Taucher       Mathias Vogl     Peter Webinger
Director of the Federal Office        Director-General for          Deputy Director-General
for Immigration and Asylum               Legal Affairs      for Legal Affairs

Austrian Federal Ministry              Austrian Federal Ministry     Austrian Federal Ministry
of the Interior               of the interior      of the interior

The latest edition of our regiones et res publicae series takes a look 
at the demographic trends in the Middle East and North Africa. As 
this region is home to some of the main source countries of migrants, 
monitoring population trends – as one of the key determinants of 
future migration flows – is essential.

Demography is, of course, just one indicator of potential migration 
flows. Rapidly growing, young populations do require significant 
economic growth to allow the successive cohorts of young adults to 
enter the labor markets and become economically self-sustaining. 
Such a concurrence would allow reaping a demographic dividend, 
while the absence of economic growth would in turn leave large 
segments of the population without any perspectives. 

North Africa and the Middle East are essentially intertwined with the 
European Union when it comes to migration – as transit countries 
as well as countries of origin. The understanding of the population 
dynamics of this region – of course in synopsis with economic and 
labor market trends – will help comprehend current dynamics and 
potential future developments.

This edition was published in collaboration with the International 
Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD).
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Total population

Age distribution

34 803 000 37 071 000 39 101 000 40 874 000
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Total population

Age distribution

39 872 000 43 333 000 46 308 000 48 822 000
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution

444 759 000 484 476 000

Gender ratio

20
20

20
15

20
30

20
25

523 232 000 559 256 000

0–19 years 20–64 years 65+ years

4,87%

52,95%

42,18%

5,34%

54,01%

40,65%

6,03%

54,87%

39,10%

6,91%

56,01%

37,08%

49
,3

0%

50
,7

0%

49
,2

9%

50
,7

1%

49
,3

2%

50
,6

8%

49
,3

4%

50
,6

6%

female male



20

TURKEY



21

Total population

Age distribution

78 271 000 83 836 000 86 125 000 88 417 000
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution

36 116 000 41 503 000 47 200 000 53 298 000
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Total population

Age distribution
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Total population

Age distribution

33 736 000 38 055 000 42 388 000 46 700 000
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Total population

Age distribution
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