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Foreword

The fifth volume of our regiones et res publicae series focuses on
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, which are amongst the most important
countries of origin of refugees in Austria and Europe today. The flight
migration and emigration from these countries makes it ever more
necessary to provide background information and monitor ongoing
trends.

Within the realm of migration this volume features an overview of
destination countries in Europe, the number of asylum applications,
asylum trends, as well as information on age distribution and gender
ratios of asylum seekers. The section on internet usage covers the
available data on social media, the demographics of Facebook users
and Google search trends. To conclude, the volume includes maps
on topography, religious and ethnic groups and oil and gas fields.

This edition was published in collaboration with the International
Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) and the Institute for
Military Geography of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Defence and
Sports, allowing a comprehensive examination of the three countries.

Considering the current migration and asylum trends, mapping
migration, social media and topography of these three countries may
help to reflect on the current dynamics.

Wolfgang Taucher Mathias Vogl Peter Webinger
Director of the Federal Office Director-General for Deputy Director-General
for Immigration and Asylum Legal Affairs for Legal Affairs

Austrian Federal Ministry Austrian Federal Ministry Austrian Federal Ministry

of the Interior of the interior of the interior



Destination countries:
Syrian asylum seekers in Europe in 2016






Destination countries:
Iraqi asylum seekers in Europe in 2016
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Destination countries:
Afghan asylum seekers in Europe in 2016
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Asylum application trends:
Syrian nationals in the EU 2008-2016
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Asylum application trends:
Iraqi nationals in the EU 2008-2016
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Asylum application trends:
Afghan nationals in the EU 2008-2016
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Age distribution:
All asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Syrian asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Iraqi asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
All asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Syrian asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Iraqi asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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GDP per capita in US$ (rounded)
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Fragile States Index 2017
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Social media users as % of population in
2016: Syria
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Social media users as % of population in
2016: Iraq
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Gender and age of Facebook users in
2017: Iraq
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Gender and age of Facebook users in
2017: Afghanistan

[ ) [ )
18 - 24 63% } 51% »
years
27% 37% »

» ~»
years 5% 7%
W w

L 4.6% 4.9%

31



Google Trends:
Syria
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Google Trends:

Afghanistan
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Topography: Syria
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Topography: Iraq
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Topography: Afghanistan
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Religious groups: Syria
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Religious groups: Iraq
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Religious groups: Afghanistan
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[ s Hindus

[ & Yezidis/Kaka'i/Yarsani/Ahl-e Haqq

[ 57 Ibadi Muslims

[Z7] 5957 Sunni Muslims and Ibadi Muslims

[ 53 Christians
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Ethnic groups: Syria

NOONOE 0 NERNEND

26
10
26/10
2110
25

Arabs (Arabic speaking)

Turks (Turkish speaking)

Kurds (Kurdish speaking)

Turks and Kurds

Arabs and Kurds

Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)

Caucasian peoples [Circassians, Georgians,...] (speaking NW-, NE- and
S.-Caucasian languages)

Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians
(non-Arabic speaking)

Berbers (speaking Berber languages)

Persians (Persian speaking)

Azeris (Azeri speaking)

Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)

Qashgai (Qashqai speaking)

Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)



Russian
Federation

uedny

B I ac k

_ _Sinop
a Ergrriamgier |
Bartin L8 Rafra

. Samsun
S Y - Ordu

~

Zonguldak

p =7

7

Y
\.\

7

i 0 L Sanliurfa 'K
[ Manaiga ,Aﬂaggr' *Jhﬂ!h;
S

L)
7 ’ Iskenderun 2
Gulf of Antalya g . Silifke  Samandag
Anamur

Northern Cyprus

Latakia

T eir ez-Z0
Cyprus ™ | H <
mmochostps asyaf, %,
Al-Mayadin 3 2 o A
Palmyra/Tadmur hbu Kama Tikrit ‘y',

Syria

Samarra |
\l
Lake V3
ath-Thélrg ar% Baquba,,

Ramadi Al-Kadhimiy

Levantine Sea
Ad-Diwaniyya
Al-Hamza

Dead Sea ~ As
<Al Karak

At Tafilah

2 Jordan

!é‘an,

{ Agaba

Sakaka

Dawmat al Jandal'

Hail® 2

Saudi Arab

‘Al gadalt INSTITUT FUR MILITARIR{ a‘a’ﬁ”
AlBukayriyah, 4l Az Zilfi

= _"Unayzah 2



56

Ethnic groups: Iraq

ROONOE B NENNEE(

26
10
26/10
2110
25

Arabs (Arabic speaking)

Turks (Turkish speaking)
Kurds (Kurdish speaking)
Turks and Kurds

Arabs and Kurds

Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)

Caucasian peoples [Circassians, Georgians,...] (speaking NW-, NE- and
S.-Caucasian languages)

Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians
(non-Arabic speaking)

Berbers (speaking Berber languages)

Persians (Persian speaking)

Azeris (Azeri speaking)

Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)

Qashgai (Qashqai speaking)

Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)
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Ethnic groups: Afghanistan
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217
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25

Persians (Persian speaking)

Azeris (Azeri speaking)

Kurds (Kurdish speaking)

Baloch (Balochi speaking)

Arabs (Arabic speaking)

Arabs and Persians

Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)

Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)
Qashqai (Qashqai speaking)

Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)

Pashtuns (Pashto speaking)

Tajiks (Persian speaking)

Hazaras (speaking Persian dialect Hazaragi)
Uzbeks (Uzbek speaking)

Aimaq (mainly speaking Aimaq dialects of Persian)
Nuristanis (speaking Nuristani languages)

Pashai (Pashai speaking)

Punjabis, including Saraikis (speaking Punjabi languages)
Sindhis (Sindhi speaking)

Baloch and Sindhis

Others such as Kho/Chitralis, Balti, Shina, Burusho, Kalasha, Wakhi, etc.
(various languages)

Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians
(non-Arabic speaking)

Arabs and Baloch (Arabic and Balochi speaking)
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Oil and gas fields: Syria

B OIL & GAS FIELDS
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Oil and gas fields: Iraq

B OIL & GAS FIELDS
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Oil and gas fields: Afghanistan

B OIL & GAS FIELDS
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Sources:

Destination countries:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers in Europe in 2016:

26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28. Map includes EU 28 plus Switzerland.

Asylum applications:

Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan nationals in the EU 2016
26.04.2017

Source: Eurostat

Graph includes EU 28.

Asylum application trends:

Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan nationals in the EU 2008-2016
26.04.2017

Source: Eurostat

Graph includes EU 28.

Age distribution:

Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
26.04.2017

Source: Eurostat

Graph includes EU 28.

Gender ratio:

Syrian, Iraqgi and Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
26.04.2017

Source: Eurostat

Graph includes EU 28.

GDP per capita in 2016:

Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan

2017

Source: World Bank. GDP (current US$). Values for 2016,
Syria values for 2014.



Fragile States Index 2017:
28.06.2017
http://fundforpeace.org/fsi/

Social media users as % of population in 2016: Syria and Iraq
28.06.2017
http://mbrsg.ae/getattachment/1383b88a-6eb9-476a-bae46190368809
9b/Arab-Social-Media-Report-2017

Gender and age of Facebook users in 2017: Iraq

28.06.2017
https://www.facebook.com/ads/audience-insights/people?act=10039714
0419017 &age=18-&country=IQ&language=28

Gender and age of Facebook users in 2017: Afghanistan
28.06.2017
https://www.facebook.com/ads/audience-insights/people?act=10039714
0419017 &age=18-&country=AF

Google Trends Syria

10.07.2017
"Asylum":https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&ge0=SY&q=%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A1

"Immigration": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-0
1%202017-10&8e0=SY&q=%D9%87 %D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A9

"Smuggler": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01
%202017-07-10&ge0=SY&q=%D8%AA%DI%87% D8%B1%D9%8A%DE%A8

"Europe": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%2
02017-07-10&ge0=SY&q=%D8%A3%D9%88% D8%B1%D9%
88%D8%A8%D8%AT

Google Trends Iraq
11.07.2017
"Asylum":https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&ge0=1Q&q=%D9%84%D8%AC%DI%88%D8%A1
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"Immigration": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01
-01%22017-07-10&ge0=1Q&q=%D9%87 %D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A9

"Smuggler": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01-01
%202017-07-10&ge0=1Q&q=%D9%85%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A8

"Europe": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01-01%

Google Trends Afghanistan

12.07.2017

"Asylum" in Dari: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=
2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&ge0=AF&q=%D9%BE%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86
%D8%AF %DA %AF%DB%8C

"Asylum" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trendsexplore?date=201
4-01-01%202017-07-10& geo=AF&q=%D9%B E%D9%86 %D8%AT7%D9%87

"Immigration" in Dari: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=20
14-01-01 %202017-07-10&ge0=AF&q=%D9%85%D9%87 % D8%A7% D8%
AC%D8%B1%D8%AA

"Immigration" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?
date= 2014-01-01%22017-07-10&ge0=AF&q=%D9%85%D9%87 %
D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AA

"Smuggler" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=
2014-01-01%202017-07-10&ge0=AF&q=%D9%82%
D8%AT%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%82

"Europe" in Dari:

27.07.2017

https://trends.google.at/trends/explore?date= 2014-01-01%202017-07
-10&ge0=AF&q=%D8%AT7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7



Topography Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf

Religious groups Syria and Iraq:

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and
sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted
(e.g. Jews, Bahai, Hindus). Especially in urban centers the population is
very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. For
further information regarding methodology and country information see:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Christians are depicted

as one group regardless of their ethnic origin (except Copts in Egypt).

Due to its complexity and relative size on this map, the religious map of
Lebanon is presented in a simplified form. Regarding Iraq, this map shows
the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows
main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent armed
conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to
significant changes.

Religious groups Afghanistan:

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and
sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted
(e.g. Zoroastrians, Jews, Sikhs, Ahmadi Muslims, Bahai). Especially in
urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown
on this type of map. For further information regarding methodology and
country information see:

http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf.

Ethnic groups Syria and Iraq:

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and
linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g.
Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very
heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To increase the
informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule has
been made.
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For further information regarding methodology and country information see:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey,
Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding Iraq, this
map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria,
it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent
armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to
significant changes.

Ethnic groups Afghanistan:

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and
linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g.
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the
population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map.
For further information regarding methodology and country information see:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf.

Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts
of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in
a simplified way. In Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis.
The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on
this map, as they have no contiguous area of settlement.

0il and gas fields Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf
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