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Wolfgang Taucher	 	      Mathias Vogl		     Peter Webinger
Director of the Federal Office	        Director-General for 	    	     Deputy Director-General
for Immigration and Asylum 	     	        Legal Affairs		      for Legal Affairs

Austrian Federal Ministry	      	        Austrian Federal Ministry	     Austrian Federal Ministry
of the Interior		      	        of the interior		      of the interior

The fifth volume of our regiones et res publicae series focuses on 
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, which are amongst the most important 
countries of origin of refugees in Austria and Europe today. The flight 
migration and emigration from these countries makes it ever more 
necessary to provide background information and monitor ongoing 
trends. 

Within the realm of migration this volume features an overview of 
destination countries in Europe, the number of asylum applications, 
asylum trends, as well as information on age distribution and gender 
ratios of asylum seekers. The section on internet usage covers the 
available data on social media, the demographics of Facebook users 
and Google search trends. To conclude, the volume includes maps 
on topography, religious and ethnic groups and oil and gas fields.

This edition was published in collaboration with the International 
Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) and the Institute for 
Military Geography of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Defence and 
Sports, allowing a comprehensive examination of the three countries.

Considering the current migration and asylum trends, mapping 
migration, social media and topography of these three countries may 
help to reflect on the current dynamics.

Foreword
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Destination countries:
Syrian asylum seekers in Europe in 2016
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Destination countries:
Iraqi asylum seekers in Europe in 2016
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Destination countries:
Afghan asylum seekers in Europe in 2016
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Asylum applications:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan nationals in the 
EU 2016

	 EU	 Syria	 Iraq	 Afghanistan
	 100%	 26.9%	 10.3%	 14.8%

1,260,350

186,595
130,015

339,265
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Asylum application trends:
Syrian nationals in the EU 2008−2016
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Asylum application trends:
Iraqi nationals in the EU 2008−2016
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Asylum application trends:
Afghan nationals in the EU 2008−2016
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Age distribution:
All asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Syrian asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Iraqi asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Age distribution:
Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
All asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Syrian asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Iraqi asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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Gender ratio:
Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
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GDP per capita in US$ (rounded)
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Fragile States Index 2017
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	 Syria and Iraq:

	 Afghanistan:
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Social media users as % of population in 
2016: Syria

Facebook 36.5%	 LinkedIn 0.8%	 Instagram 0.2%	

	 Twitter 1.6%
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Social media users as % of population in 
2016: Iraq

Facebook 38%	 LinkedIn 1.3%	 Instagram 0.2%	

	 Twitter 1%
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Gender and age of Facebook users in 
2017: Iraq
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Gender and age of Facebook users in 
2017: Afghanistan
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Google Trends:
Syria
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Google Trends:
Afghanistan
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Topography: Afghanistan
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Religious groups: Syria
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Jews, Bahai, Hindus). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Christians are depicted 
as one group regardless of their ethnic origin (except Copts in Egypt). Due to its complexity and relative size on this map, the religious map 
of Lebanon is presented in a simplified form. Regarding Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, 
it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly 
subjected to significant changes.
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Religious groups: Iraq
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Jews, Bahai, Hindus). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Christians are depicted 
as one group regardless of their ethnic origin (except Copts in Egypt). Due to its complexity and relative size on this map, the religious map 
of Lebanon is presented in a simplified form. Regarding Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, 
it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly 
subjected to significant changes.
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Religious groups: Afghanistan
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Ethnic groups: Syria
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.

33

Dumyat

Ammochostos

Darnah

Marzuq

Al Jawf

Rodos

Al Karak

Manbij

Birak

Madinat ath-Thawra

Zahle

Mahdia
Sdid Bouzid

Jendouba

Shahhat

Nabatiye et Tahta

Kilis

Tataouine

Al Marj
As-Suwayda

Karaman

Medenine

Abu KamalGafsa

Nalut

Beja

Zarzis

El Kharga Isna

Ma'an

Al Mafraq

Matruh

Zuwarah

Al-Hasakah

Burdur

Ghat

Mugla

Al Wajh

Monastir

Siliana

Kasserine Kyrenia

Kebili

Bani Walid

Eregli

Gharyan

Palmyra/Tadmur

Soke

El Kef

Dawmat al Jandal

Tozeur

Kom Ombo

Siwa

Rashid

Beni Mazar

At Tafilah

Al-Mayadin

Çesme

Masyaf

Al Bada'i`

Az Zuwaytinah

Tayma'

Silifke

Kozan

Anamur

Sidi Barrani

Pazarcik
Beysehir

Dinar

Qus

Bor

Al Qusayr

Bodrum

Awbari

Aksehir

ErdemliFethiye

Sharm ash Shaykh

Çumra

Manavgat Ayn al-Arab (Kobane)

King Abdullah
Economic City

Idfu

Göksun

Al Jumum

Gölbasi

Naj` Hammadi

Tukrah

Souk Ahras

Guelma

Ismailia

Trablous

Jijel

Antakya

Douma

Misratah

Biskra

Irbid
Az Zawiyah

Tartus

Constantine

Asyut

Nabeul

El Faiyum

Yanbu al Bahr

Zagazig
Shibin el Kom

Girga

El Minya

Beni Suef

Sfax

Sabha

Mallawi

Tebessa

Tarsus

Damanhur

AdiyamanDenizli

Sousse

Nigde

Oum el Bouaghi

Tanta

El Oued

Tubruq

Surt

Batna

Ajdabiya

Kahramanmaras

Idlib

Aqaba

Isparta

Skikda

Latakia

Aydin

Deraa

L'Ariana

Deir ez-Zor

Ar-Raqqa

Al Khums

Qairouan

Gabes

Annaba

Aswan

El Arish

Bizerte

Kafr el Sheikh

Benha

Sohag

Hurghada

Qena

Sanliurfa

Iskenderun
Samandagi

Saida

Samalut

Turgutlu

As-Safira

Rafah

Alanya
Kiziltepe

Viransehir

Siverek
Nazilli

Ceyhan

Tarhunah

Osmaniye

Zlitan

El Eulma

Sabratah

Soûr

Houmt Souk Ba`albek

Hulwan

Barika
Khenchela

Aksaray

Aïn Beïda

El Mansura

Antalya

Bur Said

Banghazi

Icel

Diyarbakir

Suez

Gaziantep

Luxor

Zarqa

Konya

Homs
Hama

Tabuk

Makkah
Jeddah

Medina

Adana

Alexandria

Aleppo

El Giza
Shubra al Khaymah

NICOSIA

BEIRUT

CAIRO

DAMASCUS

AMMAN

TRIPOLI

TUNIS

Nile

Lake Nasser R
e d  S

e a

Gulf of Gabès

Sea o f  S ic i ly

Gulf of Sidra

L ibyan Sea

Levant ine Sea

Gulf of Antalya

Sea o f  Cre te

Ion ian Sea

Myrtoan
Sea

Icarian
Sea

Lake Assad

Dead Sea

Gulf of Suez G
ul

f o
f A

qa
ba

Byk Mendere s

Cey

ha
n

Crete

Sicily

Cyprus

Chios

Naxos

Rhodes

Kefalonia

Djerba

Samos

Zakynthos

Kerkenna

Lampedusa

Egypt
Libya

Niger SudanChad

I taly

Tunisia

Greece

Syr ia

Jordan

Lebanon
Cyprus

Malta

Gaza

West
Bank

Golan

Northern Cyprus

Halaib Triangle

Bir Tawil

26

26

26

25

25
25

25

24

24

24

23

10 10

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

7 7

7

7

7

6

3

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2
2

2

2

2

2

25

2/7

2/7

2/7

2/13

26/10

Tropic of Cancer

10° 15° 25° 35°

20°

25°

30°

35°

20° 30°

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

Alger ia

Iraq

Saudi Arabia

Turkey

Ethnic groups  Middle East 1

BOUNDARIES
international border
international maritime border (notional)
disputed border

WATERS
lake
stream, river

NAMES AND MUNICIPAL REPRESENTATION
country
disputed territory
capital
settlement more than 5 million inhabitants
settlement 1 million to 5 million inhabitants
settlement 500 000 to 1 million inhabitants
settlement 100 000 to 500 000 inhabitants
settlement 20 000 to 100 000 inhabitants
island
waters

LEGEND

Tamanrasset

Alanya

Suez
Karaj

TUNIS
Golan

Er i t rea

Lampedusa

Lake Van

Istanbul

0 100 400 km200 300

SCALE 1 : 10 000 000

PROJECTION
Robinson, WGS84

Arabs (Arabic speaking)
Turks (Turkish speaking)
Kurds (Kurdish speaking)
Turks and Kurds
Arabs and Kurds
Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)
Caucasian peoples [Circassians, Georgians,...] (speaking NW-, NE- and S.-Caucasian languages)
Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians (non-Arabic speaking)
Berbers (speaking Berber languages)
Persians (Persian speaking)
Azeris (Azeri speaking)
Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)
Qashqai (Qashqai speaking)
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)

ETHNIC GROUPS (LANGUAGES)
2

26
10

26/10
2/10
25
8
3
7

17
4

11
19
22

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To 
increase the informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule, as mentioned in the editor’s note, has been made. For 
further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding 
Iraq, this map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due 
to the subsequent armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to significant changes.
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Ethnic groups: Afghanistan
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Ethnic groups  Middle East 2

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.

BOUNDARIES
international border
international maritime border (notional)
disputed border

WATERS
lake
stream, river

NAMES AND MUNICIPAL REPRESENTATION
country
disputed territory
capital
settlement more than 5 million inhabitants
settlement 1 million to 5 million inhabitants
settlement 500 000 to 1 million inhabitants
settlement 100 000 to 500 000 inhabitants
settlement 20 000 to 100 000 inhabitants
island
waters

LEGEND

Tamanrasset

Alanya

Suez
Karaj

TUNIS
Golan

Er i t rea

Lampedusa

Lake Van

Istanbul

0 100 400 km200 300

SCALE 1 : 10 000 000

PROJECTION
Robinson, WGS84

Persians (Persian speaking)
Azeris (Azeri speaking)
Kurds (Kurdish speaking)
Baloch (Balochi speaking)
Arabs (Arabic speaking)
Arabs and Persians
Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)
Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)
Qashqai (Qashqai speaking)
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)
Pashtuns (Pashto speaking)
Tajiks (Persian speaking)
Hazaras (speaking Persian dialect Hazaragi)
Uzbeks (Uzbek speaking)
Aimaq (mainly speaking Aimaq dialects of Persian)
Nuristanis (speaking Nuristani languages)
Pashai (Pashai speaking)
Punjabis, including Saraikis (speaking Punjabi languages)
Sindhis (Sindhi speaking)
Baloch and Sindhis
Others such as Kho/Chitralis, Balti, Shina, Burusho, Kalasha, Wakhi, etc. (various languages)
Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians (non-Arabic speaking)
Arabs and Baloch (Arabic and Balochi speaking)

ETHNIC GROUPS (LANGUAGES)
17
4

10
5
2

2/17
25
11
19
22
16
21
9

27
1

14
15
18
20

5/20
28
3

2/5

BOUNDARIES
international border
international maritime border (notional)
disputed border

WATERS
lake
stream, river

NAMES AND MUNICIPAL REPRESENTATION
country
disputed territory
capital
settlement more than 5 million inhabitants
settlement 1 million to 5 million inhabitants
settlement 500 000 to 1 million inhabitants
settlement 100 000 to 500 000 inhabitants
settlement 20 000 to 100 000 inhabitants
island
waters

LEGEND

Tamanrasset

Alanya

Suez
Karaj

TUNIS
Golan

Er i t rea

Lampedusa

Lake Van

Istanbul

0 100 400 km200 300

SCALE 1 : 10 000 000

PROJECTION
Robinson, WGS84

Persians (Persian speaking)
Azeris (Azeri speaking)
Kurds (Kurdish speaking)
Baloch (Balochi speaking)
Arabs (Arabic speaking)
Arabs and Persians
Turkmens (Turkmen speaking)
Lurs, including Bakhtiaris (speaking Luri languages)
Qashqai (Qashqai speaking)
Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani (speaking NW-Iranian languages such as Talysh, Gilaki and Mazanderani)
Pashtuns (Pashto speaking)
Tajiks (Persian speaking)
Hazaras (speaking Persian dialect Hazaragi)
Uzbeks (Uzbek speaking)
Aimaq (mainly speaking Aimaq dialects of Persian)
Nuristanis (speaking Nuristani languages)
Pashai (Pashai speaking)
Punjabis, including Saraikis (speaking Punjabi languages)
Sindhis (Sindhi speaking)
Baloch and Sindhis
Others such as Kho/Chitralis, Balti, Shina, Burusho, Kalasha, Wakhi, etc. (various languages)
Armenians, Assyrians, Arameans, Chaldeans and other Christians (non-Arabic speaking)
Arabs and Baloch (Arabic and Balochi speaking)

ETHNIC GROUPS (LANGUAGES)
17
4

10
5
2

2/17
25
11
19
22
16
21
9

27
1

14
15
18
20

5/20
28
3

2/5

35

Yozgat

Rafha

Cankiri

Dumyat

Bitlis

Ammochostos

Artvin

Sinop

Darnah

Kastamonu

Rodos

Al Karak

Manbij

Bilecik

Madinat ath-Thawra

Zahle

Luleburgaz

Kars

Shahhat

Nabatiye et Tahta

Kilis

As-Suwayda

Karaman

Abu Kamal

Al-Musayyib

Bijar

Mus

Agri

El Kharga Isna

Amasya

Ma'an

Al Mafraq

Tunceli

Ash-ShatraMatruh

Polatli

Bingol

Tatvan

Tikrit

Nevsehir

Al-Hasakah

Burdur
Mugla

Al Wajh

Kirklareli

Mardin

Kyrenia

Eregli

Palmyra/Tadmur

Canakkale

Soke

Dawmat al Jandal

Siwa

Rashid

Beni Mazar

At Tafilah

Al-Mayadin
Dehgolan

Az Zilfi

Çesme

Masyaf

Al Bada'i`

Igdir

Ash-Shirqat

Qa'emiyeh

Darab

Bartin

Tayma'

Silifke

Ramsar Bandar-e Torkaman

Al Faw

Tosya

Kozan

Shahr-e Babak

Keskin

Anamur

Sirnak

Aliaga

Abarkuh

Sidi Barrani

NurabadHendijan

Pazarcik

Tafresh

Hakkâri

Sonqor

PatnosAyvalik

Borazjan

Dogubeyazit

Bandar-e Lengeh

Sardrud
Beysehir

Sardasht
Damghan

Ramhormoz

Meybod

Dinar

Oltu

Mobarakeh

Fuman

Lar

Takab

Tuz Khurmatu

Evaz

Piranshahr

Qus

Bor

Beypazari

Al Qusayr

Sereflikoçhisar

Bodrum

Bandar-e Kangan

Susehri

Bandar-e Ganaveh

Ercis

Badreh

Abqaiq

Susangerd

Biga

Emirdag

`Ajab Shir

Dehloran

Garmsar

Aksehir

Chalus

Mianeh

Bayburt

Develi

Khvormuj

Golpayegan

Marivan

Safashahr

Hadishahr

Asharat

Borujen

Na`in

Talesh

Tajrish

Osmancik

Firuzabad

Yerköy

Sarab

Tavsanli

Erdemli

Oshnaviyeh

Takestan

Fethiye

Sharm ash Shaykh

Al-Hamza

Kalar

Khomeyn

Neyriz

Maku

Çumra

Manavgat Ayn al-Arab (Kobane)

Qeydar

Abadeh

Sarikamis

Astara
Göksun

Semirom

Ar Rass

Niksar

Gölbasi

Salmas

Naj` Hammadi

Mehriz

Delijan

An Nu`maniyah

Bayji

Akhisar

Bafq

Al Bukayriyah

Malatya

Malayer

Gonbad-e Kavus

Siirt

Manisa

Ad-Diwaniyya

Borujerd

Karabuk

Hail

Varamin

Ismailia

Marv Dasht

Khomeini Shahr

Trablous

Dohuk

Karbala

Qomsheh

Antakya

Rize

Tal Afar

Douma

Kirsehir

Al-Qamishli

Elazig

Kutahya

Sakaka

Fallujah

Batman

Irbid

Al-Qatif

Shar e Kord

Al Jubayl

Zonguldak

Afyon

Baquba

Izmit

Tartus

Edirne

Al Hufuf

Maragheh

Balikesir

Asyut

Mahabad

El Faiyum

Saveh

Zagazig

Ardabil

Al-Amara

Shibin el Kom

Girga

Erzurum

Bandar-e Bushehr

As-Samawah

Sivas

El Minya

Khorramabad

Trabzon

Beni Suef

Ahar

Sari

Mallawi

Tarsus Zanjan
Gorgan

Damanhur

AdiyamanDenizli

Az Aubayr

Nigde

Arar

Masjed
Soleyman

Buraydah

Shahrud

Fasa

Tanta

Samarra
Kashan

Tokat

Tubruq

GiresunCorum

Zakhu

Kahramanmaras

Idlib

Sakarya

Aqaba

Isparta

Latakia

Aydin

Hilla

Van

Deraa

Kirikkale

Usak

Al Mubarraz

Deir ez-Zor

Yasuj

Hafar al Batin

Bolu

Ar-Raqqa

Tekirdag

Ramadi

Khvoy

El Arish
Kafr el Sheikh

Qazvin

Al-Kut

Benha

Sohag

Erzincan

Hurghada

Abadan

Nasiriyya

Qena

Bafra

Sanliurfa

Ilam

Ordu

Dezful

Iskenderun

Sanandaj

Adapazari

Semnan

Samandagi

Saida

Amol

Samalut

Turgutlu

As-Safira

Rafah

Raniyya

Rafsanjan

Alanya
Kiziltepe

Khorram-
shahr

Rawanduz

Viransehir

Marand

Siverek

Al-Kufa

Nazilli

Ceyhan

Bandar-e Mahshahr

Osmaniye

Behbahan

Izeh

Soûr

Rey

Al-Kadhimiyya

Shushtar

Qarchak

Saqqez

Muqdadiyya

Qa'emshahr

Nasimshahr

Ba`albek

Bukan Babol

Andimeshk

Jahrom

Hulwan

Najafabad

Inegöl

Miandoab

Çorlu

Turhal

`Unayzah

Jamjamal

Bandar-e Anzali

Bandirma

Dorud

Aksaray

El Mansura

Antalya

Bur Said

Icel

Diyarbakir

Suez

Gaziantep

Urmia

Najaf

Luxor

Rasht

SulaymaniyyaKirkuk

Kermanshah

Zarqa

Arbil

Konya

Homs

Kayseri

Samsun

Hama

Eskisehir

Kadiköy
Kartal

Tabuk

Arak

Yazd

Hamadan

Karaj

Adana

Mosul

Qom

Alexandria

Bursa

Aleppo

Izmir
Tabriz

El Giza
Shiraz

Isfahan

Ad Damman

Ahvaz

Basra
Shubra al Khaymah

Istanbul

ANKARA

NICOSIA
TEHRAN

BEIRUT

CAIRO

BAGHDADDAMASCUS

AMMAN

Nile

Tigris

Euphrates

Danube

B l a c k  S e a

Persian
Gulf

Caspian Sea

L ibyan Sea

Levant ine Sea

Gulf of Antalya

Sea o f  Cre te

Aegean Sea

Sea of Marmara
Thracian Sea

Myrtoan
Sea

Icarian
Sea

Garabogazköl

Euphrates

Lake Assad

Dead Sea

Lake
ath-Tharthar

Lake Milh
(Razzaza)

Lake Urmia

Lake Van

Lake Tuz

Lake Sevan

Strait of Horm
uz

Gulf of Suez G
ul

f o
f A

qa
ba

Q
ez

el
O

wz

an

Byk Mendere s
Atrek (Atrak)

Sakar y
a

Kelkit

Cey

ha
n

Kizilirm
ak

M
ur

at

Kuban

O
lt

Karkheh

Evros (Maritsa)
Strym

nas
(Tru m

a)

Ialomita

Si
m

av

Crete

Cyprus

Lesbos

Chios

Naxos

Euboea

Rhodes

Lemnos

Samos

SRB

BHR

MKD

UZB

AZE

Iran

Egypt

KazakhstanRussian
Federat ion

Iraq

Romania

Greece

Syr ia

Jordan

Lebanon
Cyprus

Bulgaria

Kuwait

Georgia

A zerbai jan

Gaza

West
Bank

Qatar

South Ossetia

Abkhazia

Nagorno-
Karabakh

Golan

Northern Cyprus

26

26
26

26

26

26

26

25

25
25

25

25
22

22

19

17

17

17

1711

11

10

10

10
10 10

10

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

7

4

3

3

3

3

3

3
3 3

3

3 3

3

2

2

2

2

2
2

2

2

2

2

2

2
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2
22

2

2

2

25

25

4

4

25
25

25

25

25

25

2/10

2/10

2/10

26/10

26/10

26/10

26/10

26/10

25

4

40° 50° 55°45°35°25° 30°

30°

35°

40°

45°

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

R
e d  S

e a

Saudi Arabia
Libya

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Israel

Armenia

Ethnic groups  Middle East 2

This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of 
map. For further information regarding methodology and country information see: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. In Iran, Talysh, 
Gilaki and Mazanderanis are depicted as one group since all of them speak northwestern Iranian languages. Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are 
depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in a simplified way. In 
Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on this map, 
as they have no contiguous area of settlement.
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Oil and gas fields: Afghanistan
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Sources:
Destination countries:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers in Europe in 2016: 
26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28. Map includes EU 28 plus Switzerland.

Asylum applications:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan nationals in the EU 2016
26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28.

Asylum application trends:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan nationals in the EU 2008–2016
26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28.

Age distribution:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28.

Gender ratio:
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers in the EU 2016
26.04.2017
Source: Eurostat
Graph includes EU 28.

GDP per capita in 2016:
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan
2017
Source: World Bank. GDP (current US$). Values for 2016, 
Syria values for 2014.
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Fragile States Index 2017:
28.06.2017
http://fundforpeace.org/fsi/

Social media users as % of population in 2016: Syria and Iraq
28.06.2017
http://mbrsg.ae/getattachment/1383b88a-6eb9-476a-bae46190368809
9b/Arab-Social-Media-Report-2017

Gender and age of Facebook users in 2017: Iraq
28.06.2017
https://www.facebook.com/ads/audience-insights/people?act=10039714
0419017&age=18-&country=IQ&language=28

Gender and age of Facebook users in 2017: Afghanistan
28.06.2017
https://www.facebook.com/ads/audience-insights/people?act=10039714
0419017&age=18-&country=AF

Google Trends Syria
10.07.2017
"Asylum": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&geo=SY&q=%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A1

"Immigration": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-0
1%202017-10&geo=SY&q=%D9%87%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A9

"Smuggler": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01
%202017-07-10&geo=SY&q=%D8%AA%D9%87% D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A8

"Europe": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%2
02017-07-10&geo=SY&q=%D8%A3%D9%88% D8%B1%D9%
88%D8%A8%D8%A7

Google Trends Iraq
11.07.2017
"Asylum": https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&geo=IQ&q=%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A1
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"Immigration": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01
-01%22017-07-10&geo=IQ&q=%D9%87%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A9

"Smuggler": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01-01
%202017-07-10&geo=IQ&q=%D9%85%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A8

"Europe": https://trends.google.com/trends/
explore?date=2014-01-01% 

Google Trends Afghanistan
12.07.2017
"Asylum" in Dari: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=
2014-01-01%20
2017-07-10&geo=AF&q=%D9%BE%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%86
%D8%AF %DA %AF%DB%8C

"Asylum" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trendsexplore?date=201
4-01-01%202017-07-10& geo=AF&q=%D9%B E%D9%86 %D8%A7%D9%87

"Immigration" in Dari: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=20
14-01-01 %202017-07-10&geo=AF&q=%D9%85%D9%87% D8%A7% D8%
AC%D8%B1%D8%AA

"Immigration" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?
date= 2014-01-01%22017-07-10&geo=AF&q=%D9%85%D9%87%
D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AA

"Smuggler" in Pashto: https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date= 
2014-01-01%202017-07-10&geo=AF&q=%D9%82%
D8%A7%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%82

"Europe" in Dari: 
27.07.2017
https://trends.google.at/trends/explore?date= 2014-01-01%202017-07
-10&geo=AF&q=%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%BE%D8%A7
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Topography Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf

Religious groups Syria and Iraq:
This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and 
sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted
(e.g. Jews, Bahai, Hindus). Especially in urban centers the population is 
very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. For
further information regarding methodology and country information see: 
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. Christians are depicted 
as one group regardless of their ethnic origin (except Copts in Egypt). 
Due to its complexity and relative size on this map, the religious map of 
Lebanon is presented in a simplified form. Regarding Iraq, this map shows 
the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, it shows 
main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent armed 
conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to 
significant changes.

Religious groups Afghanistan:
This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of religious and 
sectarian groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted 
(e.g. Zoroastrians, Jews, Sikhs, Ahmadi Muslims, Bahai). Especially in 
urban centers the population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown 
on this type of map. For further information regarding methodology and 
country information see: 
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf.

Ethnic groups Syria and Iraq:
This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and 
linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Armenians in Lebanon). Especially in urban centers the population is very 
heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. To increase the 
informative value of this map, an exception from the one percent rule has 
been made. 
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For further information regarding methodology and country information see: 
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. The group “Caucasian 
peoples” refers to Georgians and Laz in Turkey and Circassians in Turkey, 
Jordan and Syria. In Turkey, Kurds also include Zaza. Regarding Iraq, this 
map shows the main settlement areas before spring 2014. Regarding Syria, 
it shows main settlement areas before March 2011. Due to the subsequent 
armed conflicts the Syrian and Iraqi societies have been partly subjected to 
significant changes.

Ethnic groups Afghanistan:
This map only illustrates the main areas of settlement of ethnic and 
linguistic groups. There may be minority groups that are not depicted (e.g. 
Tats, Afshars, Brahui, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash). Especially in urban centers the 
population is very heterogeneous and cannot be shown on this type of map. 
For further information regarding methodology and country information see: 
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf. 
Bakhtiaris and Kugiluyeh are depicted as Lurs. Especially the northern parts 
of Afghanistan and Pakistan are very diverse and are therefore illustrated in 
a simplified way. In Pakistan, the category of Punjabis also includes Saraikis. 
The numerically significant Pakistani minority of Mohajirs is not shown on 
this map, as they have no contiguous area of settlement.

Oil and gas fields Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan:
http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_mena_sources.pdf
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